British Riding Clubs 2011                 National Horse Trials Championships Aston Le Walls

East Midlands Dressage Group had mixed fortunes at this year’s National Horse Trials Championships – a couple of absolutely super results and a couple of big disappointments – but that’s horses for you isn’t it?

After weeks of extra training and preparation (under the expert guidance of Adrian Buzzard) a small convoy left Retford on a Thursday morning early in August, meeting up with Andrea Clark at Tibshelf services and carrying on down the M1 to Aston le Walls.  We were aiming to park next to each other to set up a main “base camp” and amazingly Alex Hill and Jodie Lang’s husband both arrived later but managed to park directly behind the other lorries – Ideal – particularly for the social aspect of the event!

East Midlands were fielding one Intermediate Team consisting of Andrea Clark and Murphy’s Bonanza, Elaine Hepworth and Tough Cookie, Cath Cox and Penlangan Travis and Jodie Lang riding The Amber Gambler.  We also had Alex Hill riding Slightly Tipsy as an individual in the Intermediate.  Alex also had a brilliant qualification on Just Boo in the Open as did Jacky Beavan (Me!!!) and Atui so we had two individuals running in the Open (we need to get an open team sorted for next year).

On arrival we had to have the horses checked along with passports and then unloaded everything to our allocated stables.  A quick ride around and short schooling session – very relaxed!!!  Then a drink or two until the others (Cath and Elaine) arrived so we could have a team meeting.  It really is fun setting up camp in a lorry park (as long as the weather is kind) – We were parked just behind the Germans and the Dutch who both had teams in the ** so there was a real Continental flavour!  

The atmosphere was brilliant – Friday morning trot up – early to the stables to feed and then plait up and get ourselves smartened up ready for the vets and ground jury.   Adrian (team leader) was on duty for each of our trot ups – just in case anything went wrong – but all was like clockwork and horses behaved well and passed.

The dressage tests were spread out well throughout the day so we could all go and watch/support a few of the others so no one felt “on their own” and our guys performed some very tidy tests with several in the top five for their arenas.   Cross Country course walks took place during the day too with Adrian going round both the Intermediate and Open Courses with the relevant riders – wheel in tow so that we could organise our minute markers.  We also all rode the Roads and Tracks so we knew where we were going and it was a nice “chill out” for the horses (and riders). 
The cross country courses were of Championship level but considered to be fair and “do-able”.  I know I was worried about a double – corner to skinny off a right hand bend and a huge rails/hedge to another skinny which did cause a few problems, and both water complexes were, shall we say,  interesting!!!

In the Intermediate Jodie had a brilliant time round the roads and tracks and steeplechase but unfortunately Ginger thought he was still steeplechasing on the XC course and was virtually uncontrollable.  Cath had a lovely clear round.  Andrea had a small steering hiccup at the corner but then produced a lovely clear.  Elaine, a clear round but the odd time fault and Alex, running as an individual, another nice clear.
In the Open – Alex Hill and Just Boo were just fantastic – producing  a super clear with the odd time fault.  Unfortunately my little mare was great round the steeplechase but being last to go (at 7pm and in pouring rain) she tied up towards the end of the second Roads and Tracks and had to be horse ambulanced back to the stables (that’s horses for you – she’s fine now though!)
So, a mixed day.  Jodie retired Ginger, I withdrew Coco but the others were going forward to the show jumping the next day.  We had a lovely barbeque for about 20 of us and just a few drinks!

Show Jumping Day dawned fine again (lucky weren’t we??)  Final trot ups – all ok so off to do the show jumping.  Jan Pollard (our Chairperson – all bow!)  came down to Aston to give additional support.   All went well with just the odd pole.  Unfortunately we were out of the running for the Intermediate Team (one retired and one 20 penalties on XC put us out of contention) but Cath produced a good clear to take third place in her section of the Intermediate and Alex did the same to take third in the Open.  A huge “Well Done”  to both of them and to all the others who put so much time and effort into representing the East Midlands Dressage Group and Adrian and all the helpers who put up with the riders’ nerves etc. and spared their time to “make it happen”!!!

The atmosphere at Aston le Walls was amazing.  We watched the ** XC on the Saturday afternoon which was thrilling with spills all over the place round a very tough course (hence my having to start road and tracks so late in the evening).  But we were cheering on CAROL PEARSON  from EMDG who rode a fantastic round, helping the England team to GOLD.  It was interesting how all the English riders rode the double bounce into the water really well and a lot of the European team members either made a mess of it or took the long route!!!
If any of you budding eventers out there want to try to qualify for next year, please make yourself known to the powers that be.  The Championships run at Novice (equivalent to BE90), Intermediate (BE100) and Open (BE Novice).  It would be good to have teams going at all levels in 2012.
Jacky Beavan 
