Last week we all set off for Aston le Walls, bright and early on the Tuesday morning. It had seemed to have been along time coming and at last it was here. 18 months of trials, training, ups and downs, good days and bad days. The first time I had arrived at Boomerang stables, I got up the morning of the training to find Dylan  "Major Promise" had escaped from his stable....we spent the next 2 hours trying to find him...one of those heart stopping moments. In November 2010 we were told the sixteen of us that were to carry on training the following year. That was then dropped to 12 the last month before the Championship, and I was lucky enough to be one of the 12.

 

All I have done this season has been in preparation for the Championship, and Dylan (as he is known at home) has delivered every step of the way.

 

The plan for the week had been very rigorously set out, and we were drawn first to go in the Team Dressage test on the Thursday. The team came out happy from the test, there were a couple of little errors but overall everyone was very up beat. We finished 4th out of the teams and I have to say the camp was a little dispondant.... But we had to put that behind us and get ready for the individual tests the next day. Every single member of team GBR rode their hearts out and we finished with 4 out of the 6 team members under 50,  so we were happy with that and 2 of the individuals came in under 50 too. 
X country day

I have to say I have never been so nervous as I was on the Saturday, The course was set as a championship course should be and every fence was big and wide, time was always going to be a major factor too.
First to go, hit the 10th fence and had to retire,  2 out of the next 4 fell in the water, both fences I didn’t like. So after a long wait at the start we finally set off. All I thought about was getting round clear, and as he does, Dylan delivered. The next 4 team riders also went clear. 
But at this point we were not aware of what was happening with all the other teams… lots of them had been told to go the long route at the second water, which was quite a bit longer than the direct route .

Everyone was back at the stables icing the horses  and walking them off, when someone came back and said we had gone into Gold at the end of x country……..cant tell you the feeling you get…..everything goes through your mind… wow, fantastic, oh my god we better not cock it up tomorrow !! 
So we were all on a high still from the x country and the team had to perform “Britain’s got talent”  All the teams had devised a skit  to be performed in front of everyone in the main marquee……. We performed a medley of Queen songs and we won the trophy in a final dance off between Richard Waygood our Chef , and the Belgiums chef,  We came out on top !! Another trophy for the cabinet!.
Showjumping day

Dylan gave us a little scare at the trot up, but passed when re presented, Bless him, he is getting a bit old and stiff….like me !

He was the first to jump for the team and just had the first part of the combination down, as did 2 other team members, the other 2 jumping clears. One of those being Mary-Anne Carpenter who also finished in silver individually. The Belgiums who were in silver also had fences down .
So there it was we had taken Gold from Belgium and the Germans.
Great Britain – 312.5

Belgium – 339.4

Germany – 349.6

I cant express in words the feelings that come over you. It has been one of the most challenging, emotional, stressful at times, roller coasters I have ever ridden…. But I am so lucky and proud to have been part of it.    








Carol Pearson    
